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Jack Abramoff liked to slip into dialogue from "The Godfather" as he led his lobbying colleagues in planning their 
next conquest on Capitol Hill. In a favorite bit, he would mimic an ice-cold Michael Corleone facing down a crooked 
politician's demand for a cut of Mafia gambling profits: "Senator, you can have my answer now if you like. My offer is 
this: nothing." 

The playacting provided a clue to how Abramoff saw himself - the power behind the scenes who directed mil- 
lions of dollars in Indian gambling proceeds to favored lawmakers, the puppet master who pulled the strings of officials 
in key places, the businessman who was building an international casino empire. 

Abramoff is the central figure in what could become the biggest congressional corruption scandal in generations. 
Justice Department prosecutors are pressing him and his lawyers to settle fraud and bribery allegations by the end of this 
week, sources knowledgeable about the case said. Unless he reaches a plea deal, he faces a trial Jan. 9 in Florida in a 
related fraud case. 

A reconstruction of the lobbyist's rise and fall shows that he was an ingenious dealmaker who hatched interlocking 
schemes that exploited the machinery of government and trampled the norms of doing business in Washington - 
sometimes for clients but more often to serve his desire for wealth and influence. This inside account of Abramoff s 
career is drawn from interviews with government officials and former associates in the lobbying shops of Preston Gates 
& Ellis LLP and Greenberg Traurig LLP; thousands of court and government records; and hundreds of e-mails obtained 
by The Washington Post, as well as those released by Senate investigators. 

Abramoff, now 47, had mammoth ambitions. He sought to build the biggest lobbying portfolio in town. He opened 
two restaurants close to the Capitol. He bought a fleet of casino boats. He produced two Hollywood movies. He leased 
four arena and stadium skyboxes and dreamed of owning a pro sports team. He was a generous patron in his Orthodox 
Jewish community, starting a boys' religious school in Maryland. 

For a time, all things seemed possible. Abramoff s brash style often clashed with culturally conservative Washing- 
ton, but many people were drawn to his moxie and his money. He collected unprecedented sums - tens of millions of 
dollars ~ from casino-rich Indian tribes. Lawmakers and their aides packed his restaurants and skyboxes and jetted off 
with him on golf trips to Scotland and the Pacific island of Saipan. 
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Abramoff offered jobs and other favors to well-placed congressional staffers and executive branch officials. He 
pushed his own associates for government positions, from which they, too, could help him. 

He was a man of contradictions. He presented himself as deeply religious, yet his e-mails show that he blatantly 
deceived Indian tribes and did business with people linked to the underworld. He had genuine inside connections but 
also puffed himself up with phony claims about his access. 

Abramoff s lobbying team was made up of Republicans and a few Democrats, most of whom he had wined and 
dined when they were aides to powerful members of Congress. They signed on for the camaraderie, the paycheck, the 
excitement. 

"Everybody lost then- minds," recalled a former congressional staffer who lobbied with Abramoff at Preston Gates. 
"Jack was cutting deals all over town. Staffers lost their loyalty to members ~ they were loyal to money." 

A senior Preston Gates partner warned him to slow down or he would be "dead, disgraced or in jail." Those within 
Abramoff s circle also saw the danger signs. Their boss had become increasingly frenzied about money and flouted the 
rules. "I'm sensing shadiness. I'll stop asking," one associate, Todd Boulanger, e-mailed a colleague. 

Abramoff declined to comment for this article. "I have advised my cHent not to speak, except in court," said Neal 
Sonnett, one of his attorneys. A friend of two decades. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-Calif ), defended Abramoff: "I think 
he's been dealt a bad hand and the worst, rawest deal I've ever seen in my life. Words like bribery are being used to de- 
scribe things that happened every day m Washington and are not bribes." 

Few of those interviewed would agree to be quoted on the record because of the ongoing investigation by a Justice 
Department task force. But some who spoke on the condition of anonymity said they look back in amazement at the 
heady days of Abramoff s rise. 

"We weren't outside the box," the former Preston Gates colleague said. "We were outside the universe." 

A quarter of a century ago, Abramoff and anti-tax crusader Grover Norquist were fellow Young Turks of the 
Reagan revolution. They organized Massachusetts college campuses in the 1980 election - Abramoff while he was an 
undergraduate at Brandeis and Norquist at Harvard Business School - to help Ronald Reagan pull an upset in the 
state. 

They moved to Washington, maneuvered to take over the College Republicans ~ at the time a sleepy establish- 
ment organization - and transformed it into a right-wing activist group. They were joined by Ralph Reed, an ambi- 
tious Georgian whose later Christian conversion would fuel his rise to national political prominence. 

Soon they made headlines with such tactics as demolishing a mock Berlin Wall in Lafayette Park, where they also 
burned a Soviet leader m effigy. "We want to shock them," Abramoff told The Post at the time. 

They forged lifelong ties. At Reagan's 72nd-birthday party at the White House, Reed introduced Abramoff to his 
future wife, Pam Alexander, who was working with Reed. She eventually converted to Judaism and embraced the Or- 
thodox beliefs Abramoff had adopted as a teenager. 

Even in those early days, there were hints of the troubles to come. "If anyone is not surprised at the rise and fall of 
Jack Abramoff, it is me," said Rich Bond, a former chairman of the Repubhcan National Committee. 

Abramoff and his crew busted the College Republicans' budget with a 1982 national direct-mail flindraising cam- 
paign that ended up "a colossal flop," said Bond, then deputy director of the party's national committee. He said he ban- 
ished the three from GOP headquarters, telling Abramoff; "You can't be trusted." 

Shortly thereafter, Abramoff was running Citizens for America, a conservative grass-roots group founded by drug- 
store magnate Lewis E. Lehrman. Abramoff was in frequent contact with Marine Lt. Col. Oliver L. North, the Reagan 
White House's Iran-contra mastermind, about grass-roots efforts to lobby Congress for the Nicaraguan contras, accord- 
ing to records in the National Security Archive. 

One of Abramoff s most audacious adventures involved Jonas Savimbi, the Angolan rebel leader who had U.S. 
support but was later found to have ordered the murders of his movement's representative to the United States and that 
man's relatives. With Savimbi, Abramoff organized a "convention" of anticommunist guerrillas from Laos, Nicaragua 
and Afghanistan in a remote part of Angola. Afterward, Lehrman fired Abramoff amid a dispute about the handling of 
the group's $3 million budget. 
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Abramoff also worked on behalf of the apartheid South African government, which secretly paid $1.5 million a 
year to the International Freedom Foundation, a nonprofit group that Abramoff operated out of a townhouse in the 
1980s, according to sworn testimony to the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

At the same time, Abramoff dabbled as a Hollywood producer, shepherding an anticommunist movie, "Red Scor- 
pion," starring Dolph Lundgren, filmed in Namibia, which was then ruled by South Africa. Actors in the film said they 
saw South Afi-ican soldiers on the set. When the fihn was released in 1989, anti-apartheid groups demonstrated at the 
theaters. The movie ran into financial difficulty during and after production, but Abramoff produced a sequel, "Red 
Scorpion 2." 

When Republicans wrested control of the House from the Democrats in 1994, Abramoff turned his focus back to 
Washington politics. With Norquist's help, he reinvented himself as a Republican lobbyist on heavily Democratic K 
Street. Norquist was one of the intellectual architects of the Republican Revolution and a muse for its leader. Newt Gin- 
grich (R-Ga.), soon to be speaker of the House. 

Abramoff also counted on his father, who had a wealth of connections from his days as president of the Diners 
Club credit card company. Frank Abramoff had once looked into operating a casino in the Commonwealth of the North- 
em Mariana Islands, U.S. territory that includes Saipan. He introduced his son around, and the Marianas became one of 
the first important clients of the new lobbyist. 

Soon the younger Abramoff developed a key alliance with Rep. Tom DeLay, a conservative Republican from 
Texas who was working his way up in the House leadership. The two met at a DeLay fundraiser on Capitol Hill in 
1995, according to a former senior DeLay aide. The aide recalled that Edwin A. Buckham, then DeLay's chief of staff, 
told his boss: "We really need to work with Abramoff; he is going to be an important lobbyist and fundraiser." 

DeLay, a Christian conservative, did not quite know what to make of Abramoff, who wore a beard and a yar- 
mulke. They forged political ties, but the two men never became personally close, according to associates of both men. 

Almost from the start, Abramoff struck some rival lobbyists as a sfrange figure who operated on the margins. He 
even turned up as a representative of the Pakistani military when Prime Muiister Benazir Bhutto went to Washington in 
1995 to seek the retum of $600 million the Islamabad government had paid for 28 F-16 fighters. The sale had been 
blocked by the U.S. government over concerns about Pakistan's nuclear program. 

Bhutto's Washington lobbyists were at the Pakistani Embassy savoring her successful meeting with President Bill 
Clinton when a man in a suit made a mysterious enfrance. 

"Suddenly, this portly guy steps in and sits down. He says nothing," recalled one of the lobbyists. The Americans 
asked him to infroduce himself. He folded his arms and refused. 

"Finally, he says, 'I am Jack Abramoff,' " recalled the lobbyist, a well-connected Democrat. They had never heard 
of him. AbramofF explained that he was "close to Newt." 

The astonished lobbyists for Bhutto learned that Abramoff had fraveled to Islamabad and had sold his services to 
the Pakistani military without the prime minister's knowledge. 

In the Senate, Abramoff befriended Republicans and their staffers, along with some Democrats on the appropria- 
tions committees. In August 1999, he signed up for the National Republican Senatorial Committee's "Tartan Invita- 
tional," in which a half-dozen Republican senators and their aides spent a few days with about 50 lobbyists golfing at 
the exclusive St. Andrews Links in Scotland. 

The following year, Abramoff figured out how to use his clients to fund his own trips to St. Andrews with law- 
makers. The first guests were DeLay and his aides. 

With Norquist's help, Abramoff secured a spot on the transition team for the Interior Department after George W. 
Bush was elected president in 2000. He tried to place several officials in Interior, including an unsuccessful attempt to 
land a former Marianas official in the top spot overseeing U.S. territories. 

He was able to befriend J. Steven Griles, the deputy interior secretary, e-mails and interviews show. By the sum- 
mer of 2001, Abramoff was referring to him in an e-mail to a client as "our guy Steve Griles." Federal investigators are 
now looking into whether Griles interceded on behalf of Abramoff and improperly discussed a job with the lobbyist 
while in a position to affect his clients. Griles denied any wrongdoing in recent testimony to the Senate. 
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Abramoff s team also cultivated Roger Stillwell, the Marianas desk officer at the Interior Department. In a recent 
interview, Stillwell said he accepted dinners at AbramofPs restaurant. Signatures, and tickets to Washington Redskins 
games. But he said that all those actions occurred while he was a contract employee at Interior, not a federal woricer. He 
also said he sent Abramoff copies of e-mails he sent to his boss, but he noted that none of them contained confidential 
information and that "there's nothing wrong with doing that." 

Abramoff wallowed in his access, real and imagined. When his crack administrative assistant Susan Ralston bolted 
for a position with White House political adviser Karl Rove, Abramoff told colleagues he had gotten her the job even 
though it was Ralston's old boss. Reed, who made it happen, her former colleagues said. 

Even glowing profiles in the New York Times and Wall Street Journal noting Abramoff s extensive influence and 
impressive income were not enough. Abramoff quietly paid op-ed columnists thousands of dollars to write favorably 
about his clients, including one writer for Copley News Service who disclosed this month that he had been paid for as 
many as two dozen columns since the mid-1990s. 

Abramoff drove his colleagues hard, often e-mailing them late into the night. Many more than doubled their Hill 
pay when they went to work with him, some earning salaries of $200,000 to $300,000. 

"He hired a bunch of white, middle-class Irish Catholic guys who wanted to exceed their parents' expectations," 
said one of the young lobbyists who himself fit that description. "He was always pushing, demanding. He would say, 
'We are a family, we will work 24 hours a day, we will win.' " 

Team Abramoff included former staffers to DeLay, as well as to Sen. Conrad Bums (R-Mont.), head of the Senate 
Appropriations panel's Interior subcommittee; Rep. Robert W. Ney (R-Ohio), chairman of the House Administration 
Committee; Rep. John T. Doolittle (R-Calif ), who has served on the key House committee that oversees tribes; and 
Sen. Harry M. Reid (D-Nev.), now minority leader. 

Abramoff gathered his troops for strategy meetings that were "a great show," rollicking forums where ethical nice- 
ties were derided with locker room humor, recalled a former Preston Gates colleague. "Jack would say, 'I gave that guy 
10 grand and he voted against me!' " the former associate recalled. 

Bill padding was openly discussed, according to Abramoff s Greenberg Traurig e-mails that have been released by 
the Senate Indian Affairs Committee. For example, in April 2000, Abramoff had lobbyist Shawn Vasell working on a 
monthly invoice to the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, telling him to "be sure we hit the $150k minimum. If you 
need to add time for me, let me know." 

An exasperated Vasell e-mailed back: "You only had 2 hours. We are not even close to this number . . . ." 
Abramoff s solution: "Add 60 hours for me," and "pump up" the hours for three or four other lobbyists. 

The Choctaws were one of a half-dozen Indian tribes who gave more than $80 million to Abramoff between 2000 
and 2003. Not only were the tribes paying Abramoff s lobbying firm, they were also paying Abramoff s secret outside 
partner, Michael Scanlon, who charged the Indians millions of dollars for public relations work and split the money 
with Abramoff. Scanlon's public relations fees did not have to be disclosed under lobbying rules, thus making it possible 
for the magnitude of their take from the tribes to be kept from public view. The two dubbed their scheme "Gimme 
Five," according to e-mails in which Abramoff disparaged their clients as "morons" and "fa-oglodytes." 

E-mails show that Abramoff put his money into an array of political and personal projects. 

The nonprofit Capital Athletic Foundation, for example, allowed him to schmooze with Washington's movers and 
shakers at charity affairs. He put a congressional spouse - Julie Doolittle, wife of the California lawmaker - on his 
payroll to plan at least one event. The congressman's office has said that there was no connection between his wife's 
work and official acts. 

The foundation was ostensibly created to help inner-city children through organized sports. There is no evidence 
money went to city kids, but the foundation did ftmd some of Abramoff s pet projects: a sniper school for Israelis in the 
West Bank, a golf trip to Scotland for Ohio congressman Ney and others, and a Jewish religious academy in Columbia 
that Abramoff founded and where he sent his children to be educated. 

Another Abramoff financial vehicle was the nonprofit American International Center, a Rehoboth Beach, Del., 
"think tank" set up by Scanlon, who staffed it with beach friends from his sunmier job as a lifeguard. The center became 
a means for Abramoff and Scanlon to take money from foreign clients that they did not want to officially represent. 
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Some of the funds came from the government of Malaysia. Banks and oil companies there were making deals in Sudan, 
where U.S. companies were barred on human rights grounds. Sudan was among several oil-rich nations in Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East that Abramoff eyed as venues for lucrative energy deals. Abramoff told associates he wanted to 
become a go-to person for U.S. companies seeking to do business with oil-patch nations. 

But by early 2003, Abramoff s private dealmaking had spiraled out of control. His religious academy was draining 
his income, and his restaurants were hemorrhaging money. He told Scanlon in an e-mail that February that he was at 
"rock bottom" and needed funds immediately. By the next day, he was frantic. "Mike! ! ! I need the money TODAY! I 
AM BOUNCfNG CHECKS ! ! ! " 

To Abramoff s rivals in the niche world of tribal lobbying, however, he was still a confounding success. 

Team Abramoff was stealing away tribal clients from other lobbyists and charging fees of $150,000 a month or 
more - 10 or 20 times what the Indians had been paying to others. Team members did it by touting their ties to power- 
ful Republicans on Capitol Hill and stokmg tribal worries that Congress might try to tax casino proceeds. Abramoff and 
Scanlon also quietly got involved in fribal elections. 

Sen. Byron L. Dorgan (N.D.), the ranking Democrat on the tadian Affairs Committee, remembers first hearing 
"vague complaints" about Abramoff in June 2003 from three Democratic lobbyists. The tribes had traditionally sup- 
ported Democrats, but Abramoff was capturing them for Republicans, getting them to boost their contributions and give 
two-thirds to his party. 

There was even more buzz on Capitol Hill about Scanlon, the gregarious former DeLay press aide who had be- 
come a multimillionaire almost overnight. His old friends were astonished that Scanlon, then in his early thirties, was 
traveling to the beach by helicopter and living in a waterfront Rehoboth mansion that he bought for nearly $5 million in 
cash. A Louisiana paper, the Town Talk of Alexandria, reported in September 2003 that the Coushatta tribe paid Scan- 
Ion's public relations firm $13.7 million, a figure that amazed fribal lobbyists as well as some of Abramoff s colleagues. 
It was around that time that one colleague, Kevin Ring, learned from one of Abramoff s assistants that his boss was se- 
cretly getting money from Scanlon, according to a source privy to the conversation. 

"This could be the Emon of lobbying," Ring told the colleague. 

Rival lobbyists, including some Republicans, were comparing notes about what they considered AbramofPs oufra- 
geous conduct. 

One of them contacted The Post in fall 2003. fri early 2004, The Post published a detailed account of Abramoff s 
tribal lobbying, showing how four of Greenberg Traurig's Indian clients had paid $45 million, most of it in fees to Scan- 
Ion's firm. Within weeks, Greenberg initiated an internal investigation, Abramoff was ousted and the Senate Indian Af- 
fairs Committee began its own inquiry, which unearthed hundreds of incriminating e-mails from Abramoff s Greenberg 
Traurig computer files. 

Abramoff had another problem that few people in Washington knew about. 

He and another old friend from College Republican days, Adam Kidan, had purchased in 2000 a fleet of Florida 
casino boats for $147.5 million. By 2004, SunCruz Casinos was bankrupt, and the two men were being sued by lenders 
for $60 million in loan guarantees, accused of faking a wire transfer for the $23 million they had promised to put into 
the deal. 

Even more serious, Abramoff and Kidan were targets of a Florida federal grand jury investigating the SunCruz 
wire fransfer. And local authorities were probing the gangland-style slaying of the man who had sold them the cruise 
line, Konstantinos "Gus" Boulis. 

Greenberg Traurig officials have said that they asked Abramoff to resign in March 2004 over unauthorized per- 
sonal transactions. They have noted that they had no knowledge of his financial arrangement with Scanlon before they 
received inquiries from The Post. 

However, two months before the firm requested Abramoff s resignation, Greenberg lawyers representing 
Abramoff in the SunCruz bankruptcy summoned Scanlon to the firm's Miami headquarters to ask about the relationship, 
according to two people close to Scanlon. Scanlon told them he had paid Abramoff $19 million out of the money he had 
received in public relations fees from fribal clients. Cesar L. Alvarez, president and chief executive of Greenberg 
Traurig, said the firm will not comment on any meeting with Scanlon. 
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By the spring of 2004, the Justice Department had launched an investigation of Abramoff and Scanlon that quickly 
developed into a multi-agency task force. 

Nearly two years later, Abramoff s legal troubles appear to threaten the careers of many of his colleagues and po- 
litical allies. Sources familiar with the Justice Department investigation say that half a dozen lawmakers are under scru- 
tiny, along with Hill aides, former business associates and government officials. 

Twoof Abramoff s former business partners - Scanlon and Kidan ~ have pleaded guilty and have agreed to tes- 
tify about bribery and fraud in Florida and Washington. 

Three men have been arrested in the Boulis killing. Two of the three were Kidan's associates; one of them is 
known to law enforcement as an associate of the Gambino crime family. 

Another former Abramoff associate, David H. Safavian - most recently head of the Office of Federal Procure- 
ment Policy in the Office of Management and Budget - has been indicted on five felony counts of lying to federal 
investigators about his dealings with Abramoff while he was chief of staff at the General Services Administration. 

Within the past year, Abramoff began selling off assets such as his restaurants and has told his lawyers he is 
broke. He faces the possibility of lengthy prison sentences and stiff financial penalties that could be reduced if he coop- 
erates. 

All these developments have added to the pressure on Abramoff to reach his own deal before the SunCruz trial be- 
gins on Jan. 9. 

Alan K. Simpson (R), the former Wyoming senator who was in Washington during the last big congressional 
scandal - the Abscam FBI sting in the late 1970s and early 1980s, in which six House members and one senator were 
convicted - said the Abramoff case looks bigger. Simpson said he recently rode in a plane with one of Abramoff s 
attorneys, who told him: "There are going to be guys in your former line of work who are going to be taken down." 

Dozens of lawmakers ~ who were showered with trips, sports and concert tickets, drinks and dinners ~ are re- 
turning campaign contributions from Abramoff and his clients and calling him a fraud and a crook. 

Bums, one of half a dozen legislators under scrutiny by the federal Abramoff task force, returned $150,000 in 
campaign confributions this month. 

"This Abramoff guy is a bad guy," Bums told a Montana television station. "I hope he goes to jail and we never 
see him again. I wish he'd never been bom, to be right honest with you." 

Former Republican congressman Mickey Edwards (Okla.), usually a defender of lobbying and Congress, said there 
have always been members who get caught "stuffing money in their pants." But he said this is different - a "disgust- 
ing" and disturbingly broad scandal driven by lobbyists whose attitude seemed to be "government to the highest bidder." 

"This is at a scale that is really shocking," said Edwards, who teaches public and international affairs at Princeton. 
"There is a certain kind of arrogance that in the past you might not have had. They were so supremely confident that 
there didn't seem to be any kind of moral compass here." 

Researcher Alice Crites contributed to this report. 
CORRECTION-DATE: December 31, 2005; January 2, 2006; January 12, 2006 

CORRECTION: 

A chart with a Dec. 29 article about lobbyist Jack Abramoff incorrectly referred to an "American Intemational 
Center of Public Policy Research." The reference should have been to two nonprofit organizations: the American Inter- 
national Center and the National Center for Public Policy Research. 

A Dec. 29 article about former lobbyist Jack Abramoff cited an incorrect date for an e-mail he sent about client 
bills. The e-mail was sent in April 2001, not April 2000. 

A Dec. 29 article misstated the position once held by the father of former lobbyist Jack Abramoff Frank Abramoff 
was president of the franchises unit of Diners Club, not the parent company. 
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K Street bisects the nation's capital on a route that stretches from tony Georgetown through the city's business dis- 
trict into a working-class neighborhood. But "K Street" also has long been invoked as shorthand for the monied lobby- 
ists who ply influence in this town from offices scattered along the avenue or nearby. 

Now, as an influence-peddling scandal unfolds in Washington, the doings of K Sfreet lobbyists and their interac- 
tions with Congress and the Bush adminisfration are under heightened scrutiny. And a Republican initiative known as 
the "K Street Project" is becoming a whipping-child. 

Democrats and even some Republicans are vowing to shut down the project; others in the GOP are rushing to put it 
at arm's length and all sides are trying to defme it to their own advantage. 

The idea behind the project was simple, says its creator, conservative activist Grover Norquist: Encourage trade as- 
sociations and corporations to hire lobbyists who have compatible views on lower taxes and less government regulation. 

Ultimately, that goal ttanslated into an aggressive effort to pack the ranks of industry lobbyists with Republicans 
and weed out Democrats who Norquist says are more philosophically suited to a labor union than a corporate confer- 
ence room. 

"Over time, everyone at the AFL-CIO should be a Democrat and everyone on K Sfreet should be a Republican," 
Norquist declared in 2002, when the effort was in its heyday after the GOP had added confrol of the White House to its 
domination of Congress. 

Rep. Tom DeLay of Texas, who championed the project as House majority leader after Republicans took confrol of 
Congress in 1994, fed the brass-knuckles image. 

"We're just following the old adage of punish your enemies and reward your friends," DeLay said in 1995. "We 
don't like to deal with people who are trying to kill the revolution. We know who they are. The word is out." 

Norquist circulated reports identifying lobbyists by party affiliation, political confributions and past employment, 
drawing complaints from Democrats of intimidation and McCarthyism. The Senate ethics committee issued a letter in 
2002 warning senators that such a list "suggests a motive to grant special access, or deny access ... and tends to ad- 
versely affect public confidence in the Senate." The letter was interpreted as a slap at top Republicans, including Sen. 
Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania, for consulting with conservatives about the lists. 

Nowadays, the K Sfreet Project's Web site http://www.ksfreetproject.com still tracks who's been hired and what 
lobbying positions are up for grabs, displaying the names of Republican lobbyists and their allies in red print and De- 
mocrats in blue. Employment updates routinely mention which political parties the lobbyists have given money in the 
past. 
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Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform, said in an interview that he launched the K Street Project in the 
1980s after he saw an ad from a Fortune 500 company looking to hire a Democrat and only a Democrat to represent its 
interests in Washington. "It reminded me of 'Irish need not apply' ads," he said. The operation is run from his tax-reform 
advocacy office, with one of his employees working on it part time, he said. 

His effort gained real momentum after Republicans regained confrol of Congress, but Norquist says many of the ac- 
tivities attributed to the K Street Project are independent of it. 

With the broader K Sfreet effort attracting growing criticism, the Senate Republican Conference said last week it 
would no longer circulate a list of job openings and potential employees at its twice-monthly meetings with lobbyists, 
and later scrapped the meetings with lobbyists altogether. Norquist said that effort was separate from the "real" K Sfreet 
Project. 

Whatever the name, critics paint a dark picture of the result, one in which Democratic lobbyists have been black- 
listed from entering certain congressional offices, lobbying firms have been pressured to fire Democratic employees or 
face legislative retribution, and lobbyists have been squeezed for campaign confributions in return for access to GOP 
legislators. 

The cash at stake is colossal: Federal lobbyists spent $2.1 billion in 2004. 

Republicans have held a clear advantage over Democrats in receiving campaign contributions from lobbyists since 
2002. That's a turnaround from the early 1990s, when lobbyists skewed their spending heavily toward Democrats when 
that party confrolled the White House and Congress. 

Republicans "basically made it a pay-to-play system," says Melanie Sloan, executive director of Citizens for Re- 
sponsibility and Ethics in Washington. "It wasn't just that they said to fire Democratic lobbyists and only hire Republi- 
cans, it was, 'We won't talk to you if you aren't giving us money.'" 

Democratic lobbyist Tony Podesta says the effort went far beyond a job bank. "In many cases, companies and trade 
associations were threatened with adverse government consequences if they hired Democrats," he says. 

Lawyer Lanny Davis, who served as special counsel to President Clinton and later worked as a lobbyist, recalls be- 
ing ordered out of the office of a member of the House Republican leadership when he arrived to promote a piece of 
legislation. 

"I was specifically told that I was unwelcome to participate in the meeting," said Davis, who declined to identify 
the GOP leader by name. "I was like a skunk at a garden party." 

Republican legislators-tumed-lobbyists maintain the shift to more GOP lobbyists has been a logical outgrowth of 
the changeover in Washington's power structure to Republican confrol after years of Democratic domination. 

"What we were trying to do is ensure that there were qualified Republicans for jobs that were opening," said former 
Rep. Robert Walker, chairman of the bipartisan lobbying firm Wexler & Walker. "Virtually the entire downtown was 
staffed by Democrats. The only people they knew how to talk to were Democrats." 

A few well-publicized dustups sent a clear message about the climate on Republican-confrolled Capitol Hill. 

In 1998, for example, DeLay lashed out at the Electronics Industries Alliance for hiring former Democratic Rep. 
Dave McCurdy as its president. Some Republicans drew a link between the hiring of McCurdy and delayed House ac- 
tion on legislation supported by the alliance. DeLay received a private letter of rebuke from the House ethics committee. 

McCurdy plays down the flap now, saying, "That was six years ago. ... I've never had a problem with access to 
members on both sides of the aisle." But neither was he surprised at the partisan flare-up over his hiring, saying, "I think 
after all the gray hair I've earned in this town, I'm not surprised by anything any longer." 

In 2004, after the Motion Picture Association of America hired Democrat Dan Glickman to take over, more than $1 
billion in tax credits sought by Hollywood were left out of a corporate tax bill. Democrats complained that the GOP was 
punishing movie studios; Republicans denied it. The frade group subsequently hired some Republicans to work under 
Glickman. 

Now that DeLay is under indictment on campaign finance charges and lobbyist Jack Abramoff has pleaded guilty 
to conspiracy, tax evasion and mail fraud charges, lobbying excesses are under the microscope. 
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Both parties are trying to claim the high ground by pointing fingers at the K Street Project, and defenders of the ef- 
fort are getting harder to come by. 

Rep. John Boehner of Ohio, among those vying to replace DeLay as majority leader, promised to shut down the 
project although he has long been known for his close ties to K Street. 

In the Senate, Democrats are calling for an investigation of the K Street initiative. And Santorum's association with 
the effort has been cited by Pennsylvania Treasurer Bob Casey Jr., the leading Democrat trying to replace him in the 
Senate. 
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new, independent groups taoIr^27s "^ ^ontnbuOons to parties, only to watch those dollars rechanneled to 

it cl^S^Z^::^^^ tTsl'"Z:'' rr^r:' °^ ^^^'^ Ab^off-related cot^ption .alces 
limits on K Street's outsSd Tfluen e But thor;^ 1 ^'' ^"" f "'^^ P™"^P*^^ ""^''^^ Washington to propose 
that fuels the lobb^i^g Lachi^e Ss because Bufklev TvTu T'^ "f ™ °'*^ ^""^^'^ fmance system 
tares in congressional' races, TctuaUy i^tensS *^ ^^ of contributions but not expendi- 

lobbyists a new role as ftmd-raisers--a nresstf tJ^t M?^^ *° ™'^ ™°"^y- ^^' P''^^^^''^ ^ ^™ S^ve 

parties could dole out toT^dX Itfte saSe ttf the K^rf i '"'^^T?^ ''^''''''^^ '^"'"^S *^ ^^^^ that 
tivist Grover Norquist fomaShe eladorhin h.^^^ KStree Project, the fiendishly clever brainchild of GOP ac- 

GOP candidates, L, ^nTetStrrdS t:rrXte~yt;: w^^^^ ^Of^'" ^T '''' T'' ''' 
then- own donors who demand rewards.) lobbyists wanted. (Of course. Democrats have 

Tom™u^td R^^DSe^C^iSSir Sr^l^' */ ^''""" °'"^" '^^ AbramofTand politicians like 
of the publfc intere'fo m?rtd pSe s^S iLLresrw^fol^^^^ "'"' kind of corruption: the subordination 

corporate subsidies (which'^ow'total IZmo^m^n.y^yZ''^^^^^ tV^'^" f *^ ^^^ "^ 

most generous gift to industry was the prescription-dtig Sf 2003 X^sulnoln, f" ^T""^- ^' '^''''^'' 
primarily benefited phamiaceutical and insurance companies ^"PPO^edly benefited senior citizens but 

frndXTi^fltnTeSctTn^S^^^^ 

floodhig L system with'pr^f^ 11^0!;:: ^ "C e^MteV Ce^^^^^^^^^^^^ '^ 

ers in the 1990s, congressional candidates rnnlH r-h^^o . '""^y- '-jean t Jections approach, first proposed by reform- 
nents or lobbying grol^^s such Ts^TsleZtt^^Z ''''^1^^''^'' ^"^^"g *^t largely matches what their oppo- 
whatever s Js they Z But iflepu^^^^^^^^^ r^'""'"" ^""''^ ^' ^'' '' '^' °"^ °f *^ ^^^em and raL 

rare politician who'^.nToys i^Linfhk^sdf aS g^^ero^s, ftey'll have no incentive to do so. It is the 
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tion-dn.g bills that amount to a'tr^fe oftr^^^^^ ^m ixfwtkrnSrdd V'^ 'fT^-^^^' ^"^^^' "^ ^^^^^P" 
holders. By a modest estimate, an investment oHess thin -K i h^Ir ^ ^ ''!''^' *° busmesses and their stock- 

$50 billion each year that cou IdTeXSofsaved dleLt^^^^^ 'T 17 ^"^ ''"''"' """"^^"S ^""'^^ ^^^ "^°^^ than 
subtle kinds of bribery, decided. ' ^ "'^'"^ °" ^*'"* ^""S'^^^' ^^^ "^ ^^ P^^^^^^es of the system's 

woufd^t ttb'lfto^s'Sht^^^^^^^^ T 'fT-" ''^- ''^ ^--^^ ^*^™- B- they 

office for the well-corniecterfibrfinarct/rhC'^ . f "" ''"'^"^'''^ *'' ^^""^ '"^^^ Congress a welfare 
reduce the stakes. ^ ""'^^ "°* '"'^ *" ^^ "^^t- "^^n^y *" Pontics, but it could dramatically 
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.JS^s^rc;;:tr^r-^r^^rr;^^^ 

acre fr;nTr:c:SntnrSei:t1^^^^^^^ ^ wT^ T ^°^^^ *'^ ^^^^ "^^"-^ ^^-^^ '-'i- A 125- 
will begin. BusinesfirbormmgTe?:^^^^^^^^^ *^f ^''''^ ^^-P^-'^^P i^^^ — s 

ington. ' ^ "^'^'^^ ^- AbramofFs full-service plan to win influence in Wash- 

Rouvelas Meeds LLP. more th» $7 m^ta ^fn^e has fln^ ^ T"" ',°'"'^'°« ''"^- ^"'°'' °»"» ^"''^ * 
ils reservation and fii^eled millions ofSarTal Sr AT,™ 7 H »f lawmaliers, editorial writers and schote to 

told, Mr. Abranroffsays the Ct.^TfJ^'^jZ.'^^^^^^lt^Z'ml";;:'. of conservative groups. All 
conservative movement. than $ 1 million m unreported donations to the 

gle Ct 's:Z:T^i::tlS^::.^fJ^^ ^^^^J a proposal to tax casmo revenue, «.e tribe's sm- 

sissippi. TTie Choctaw land, like aD rS^rvalns '^^n't^^^^^^^ ?.? """ '"'^ '"'^'"'"^ *^^^^" '" ^he heart of Mis- 
point for corporations. Just las^monrtreCus; and Sell ^k-:^' ''™^'"* regulations, an attractive selling 

sands of acres of new land to he tribe Mr AbrLofJ accent. nTl " f' "'*°"' '''^'''' *^* "*" ^™ «-'■ *«- 
Mariana Islands. Abramoflf accepts only a few clients, and they tend to be obscure, such as the 

than MSo^ft'c^'Tperh^^^^^^^^^ LZtlt "^TTt^!^- ^''^"''' '^ ''' ^^^^ " -- 
govermnent started backing sucrnuniber^^^^^^^ '"'* *' third-l^gest payment given to a lobbyist since the 
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help h^ wage his ideo^ic^, rsad^Tatz, ™L"t:rref:™;":r^^ '"™" °"" """'^ "^° -"'^ 

.he„ Se"trc?y»; S '■'"" °""'""°°" '"'"'-^ ™»'"-- ^^^' "^^ •^■>">"'"- "^^ "-S. public „pi„ic„. 

Last Thursday, the Senate overwhelmingly passed a bill that will reauirp "597" n,.i;f.Vai ■ .■ 
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SP. ,o save TH.es L.J^ltZ^'L'l B^eSff^ ,t M^i^^ ^ w*,!,"''^ "''■ ""■"" 

year-reign. °" ^''J^"^^ poverty to econcsnic prosperity during his 4 1 - 

In any case, the tribe's investment paid off In 1995 thp r,np rr.^^^. * j . , ■„ , - 
taxed gaming revenue on Indian land ^d it h^. HonVi T Congress voted to kill legislation diat would have 

1 995 budget bill that passed thTtawth strong R^^^^ '""" smce^TTie proposed tax had been tucked inside the 

Senate, where he convinced Tdozen a^Iaker^^^^^ '"T ^^ ^'''"^'""ff ^'"ediately set his sights on the 

bill. At the same time, he helped fo^TLtitocSion^^^^ '° ^^''^ *^ P^«^'^'°" ^ ^' Senate 

oppose the tax. He also reached outto S^e MajXSdrr dL A "^^'^--^^^ -** a list of reasons to 
and both of whom originally supported the bilfrJbrloffs^^^^^^^^ "".^ f^ "^^^ ^""^ ^^^^y' ''°*'' "^ Texas 
final negotiations with Ae Sena'e overrfdhg Mr^i^^I ' '^^'^ ''''''''''"' ^^"^ ^° ^^'P ^^'^^^ *^ ^ax during 

Mr. dI*; st!t:tX'fi^^^^^^ ^'?r r '-^^^^'^ - P- °^*^ ^— coahtion,- 

important part of this tran^itir'' ^ "^ Republicans. "People recognize that Jack Abramoff has been an 

Dem^ra^iil'^eSX^^^^^^^ *^ ^"f ^ ''^'^^"^^ *^^ -- - '^l-'y aligned with 

problems. After the col^a™ " d^v^ Ab^ 1^ °f ""employment, welfare assistance, and other social 

publican ideals of self-suffir:;'i:^ LCtfJ:r^^^ 

conti^wTpfa^sr^ht-::^^^^^^^ 

complex will be right across the street. P'^"""'"^ Silver Star Resort & Casmo here. The new and latest gambling 

.axes. 0„„ps »c. a. ATK .„/a,.e„. a^'^ rireXoSc;":^ SStfL^STr^ 

cordsl'how S Is? dS; hS"!*" lTl''°'°,r ^"r"'""" l"» cfen«, i^cludtog fl,e Cboc^. Federal re- 
Chocaw reservation «£« occl ITL h v' "".T '"":'"" "' "' ""°"^" »"« ^'""'"= ™i" *• 
s^ce h.ed »„ Of K^. DeLay'^^td^rrw:* JcStrir' '""""'' "'™- "' ^^""""^ "- 

Of JLT^rco^;™ r.rA3;S^t„^^;^^^^^^^ "^* ^- ■^^'^." -- °«^ x--^ 

adds: -I gfve access to all kinds of people - r^SnTZwZtc^l'Z^^ f "^f" '^ '"'^"^ '^'"''' '"" >" 

once squatted 540 pounds setdnc a Slffml sme I„Tu "' "'" ""■" '"'' "°'^- "'* *''!' '"g^ - ><' 

logical warfare. ^ " ""' "'"* "'" I"'" '"™'=' »'i »fi voice belie a fiety desL for ideo- 

Unde™^'ra:^ff\"„:^J:?'o;";S^^^^^^^ """* ^ *= ^°"* racnc to Pn.„o l.c„. 

iManana Islands, a U.S. territ;^ oEtfcittfoHK^L^ ,"7°'°,'''"' '"'""S'»"»" "d ™g« standards on the 
85 lawmakers and staff to the tta;SrdsaT4 hour ^^^^^ '^'^ ''"■=■ "' "== "'""Sh' "»"= I." 

.nst,.ute,a,i.rtaria„.Mtank,^,oCi..en:irroL*rerwt.?h;vX^^^^^^^ 
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miilfin fobbySl™' "' '"""' ''^""'^ ^°" *^ ^^^^"'^ '^^^^ ^^""'^^'^ '^^^ Abramoff with more than $8 

Meanwhile, the Choctaw's conservative ties have continued to pay off. In 1998, Mr. Norquist's grouD oroduced a 
pro-Choctaw book and d.stnbuted it to key members of Congress. The book was a head-to-tol va uS o^he Choc- 

z r cToI^SiXTaVr.'^-^"''^""' ^"'^^ ^°"^ ^^^ ''' -'''' *^ — p-^'^- ^^^^^^'^^ 

The Choctaw subsequently received what Democratic Rep. Dale Kildee of Michigan, who heads the Native Ameri 
can Caucus m Congress, called "an unprecedented" exemption from national gaming regulationfAe xempl^^^ wS 
mcked ms.de a spendmg b.ll that attracted little attention by home-state Republican Sen lT.arc;cC Schoal 
now are the only tr.be allowed to self-regulate their gaming operations. Several months later, the triTmale that bt 
$2.3 million payment to Mr. Abramoff s furo for six months of work. ^ 

CW^^fZZ^ '^^ ^T,*"""^ ''"'""'' '"°'' '^"n^entional business also is booming. With the tribe's special tax stattis 
Chief Martm was able to team up with corporations such as American Greetings Corp., AT&T Com ^dFod Motor 
Co which ,s buildmg electronic components with the Choctaws. TTie companies are *awn by fowTr cCorate toes 
and more len^nt regulations. TTie Choctaws now employ more than 6,000, making them the third^S^rsfei^^^^^ 
aXlTges^^' '^" ^^^"^' '""^ *" ''''' ^^'^^ - *^ P^^^ «- ^-^ -^ ge nLte'mt S ?S^'S^ll 

ri.ht totl^n'S'in '7' r'" '" ^- ^'^T'^i"' *' ''^'''y^^^'^ ^^y «f S^"^g *'"8^ done in Washington. "We have a 
right to take part in developing any issue that affects us," the chief says. "It's the American way." 
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tore Z'ZZZ doI^n^S s^^^ iXl^flTi^'? ""TT '''?' ''''' ' "^^^--^^" — '^ ^- 
special session to tiy to seal the deal ^^ '' ^^"^ "^^^^ ^^'''' *^ '^^'^'^^^^ ^'^'^ ^ extraordinaiy 

territory since 1995 P«'itic,ans and busmessmen has netted hmi more than $8 million from this tiny U.S. 

co,o?a:'::rsiTG;iL^'^^^^^^ 

contract isn't fmal yet, but Mr. Abramoff is wLly expec'ed^^^^ "''\" "^'P^' ^^ '^'"'y^g 

ceeds in derailing the Made in the U.S.A. bill. P^^ "" "'"'^^ ^ ^^ million if he sue- 

paid lobbyists, represeniing a variety of climVs ftn™ ?h ri , '*'''™''f' ■" ^'"5 ol-l. '^ ■>"= of Washington's top- 
Pumo Rlcans Unlike so™!„bSthr ^rten.^u™,™ , ,'T ^ "!'""""•' '" ' ^°"P »f P'«-s«Khood 
de„a,ds $1 million . yearand ZS^slZ!:::^"^:::^^':::'' "■ '™ "■'"""• ■*- ^"'-"ffW^'ly 

eleet Be'nTFitlrsS'i:," hZ s^ak^etTteelr "T/^""' "" '^"»'' '"•■■"'-' »">" '»" -« "''M 
Republicans. n,cludin87oLXXrt^ S^'ofTlIir- """ """"" *"'"°^"'" "- "■-' "^-'^'^^ 

is,an5^t™Xi,':ij:'X"°''' "" '"" '" '°"°' '"' '* "'"^"'^ ' '°""" -- f"^"'""^ - - '""S - "^e 

Saip,°^:t;tTy^S'o„tt:;rGlrr^^^^^ *e.sland, ha, objected to paying Mr. Abra^off to protect 
cently .etoed a spending b',11 that'c^JledZtm^O for aTwlbVyir """'"'""'' '" "'""«' "" "•■™™' ^ 

politi- I'sT^SEIe goTSr fo'S^™"' "*"''' ""^ '^"°™'' =» *« ''^'" ™^"- "^ ^y M-ial 
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"They need to get back into the fight," Mr. Abramoff says. 

Chines, .ateha. or by Chinese worLs -«" retiptSr Sr FT^^lZet"''"""' '"°*'""' °" *' """" ™- 

.he pSp;i,;:sZt*'sS~r;:ir,;« ^^^^^ ' "i^' '"^'"-^ '"-^ »=-- «>»., ,„d 

.ion s,a„.a.s, n,.h .o .e eha^ .rZZ-'^^. "S.-^^tTeTaipr^llTi^l™ "-^^^^^^^^ 
l^ade^ta ™I.A t^t sf,pru'S;L1o7wa1 °''' °J '^ "T I™" '"'■ """"'" "^ »" »'>1«» t«™e .he 

.e u. .„,..ee. „„s. i^^s^z:^s::s:::^^^i^t:::^^^^:^- -' ^^^ *- » 
see™™;iC'Srrs„';rss "SiTo,: s:So*:ii? *' "•'■^- '*i"' " '^ "> "'■ ^^-^ ^' ^-- 

pan. In the Senate, Republican sin Sprnce, A tohl^TS l "^»l»°f ™8 *= »ome bili clamping down on SBi- 
ing the charge. '"■ ^P™"' *''"*™ °™"l'.8m. who faces a Wugh re-election race tiis fall, is lead- 

currilr^if/earSf^hTs^tX-tS t,",^^ '^ ^"" °^=°"^^= °'™- - 

pushing to retain Mr. Abrarnoff P°""'™' "" '"'<"-'■ ''«' I"? Speaker Fttial and mfluential island businessmen, are 

Mr. AbramofPs tics to Saipan go back a few years. From 1 995 until IWS h,u,™i,Hf .v • , j 
collectmg more than J5 million When Gov Tenorio ™„|X| .t 1 . "^ •"' "" "'""' SOVemment, 

panies called the Westen, Pacific™r„omTc JZdLtZd m to TiTth'" " ""• ' ""''"''™ »' e™™»n,. 
Mr. Abnunoff continues to represent the WestZpl.i?? ^ ' *f ^™'"' """"'^ paid him $ 1 .8 million, 

the revenue stream Irom Saim ' '^°°"°'"" '=°"""'' ■"" " S"'™™ ~ntract could double 

Even Mr. Abramoffs critics concede he has done a rpmarlrphi» ;^K „f ■ • , ^ 
protect the islands „^t to pay low wages ^rC^^:^f!:^TZ''Z:^:^^'^^^^r^^" » 

the is™ Js tSresseT "st*r:criy'hZ"uat dtlir '7 '" T" "™ ™^= »" ™»'^-'" «»<^* ™ 
monweald, as part of a major s^ing M "''"''''""' "> P'""* ""'"•'' '^'""g for an ahpon in the com- 

manu"Ltijg"rrmt;rhSsrs*sfaS'""t^'^^^^^^ 

Democrats and the CImton admllisS ^""^ '""° ' ""=""" *'' """« " " "' " »f congressional 

was^gfoSt^rhSr = S'ijre t-af i-grhrha™:;:Se:!:^r.- --' '^ - ■--- - 

mon™".S.'S.t'Sii:iltr„irow Z"' W T '""T "" " "■" '=«- "- *» c-^"' [c- 

said, ,u„tmg an unnamed u"™ilsttned^^^^^^^^ '''-°" 0»'- P"" •'-I.- .he paper 

hired. A separate ed.torial i„ the sa^e edition ^pSXto: Vrno'^htrdt^fZ'"" '"""'°° ""^ '"'' 

spec.^-i;rto-::ro'*^--'^rpf-^^^^^^ 
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said ,0 be close ti Repub'L s"„s S D A hcrolfM^ Zi°<: ' '^7."''?" '"""'"• " *="■ abramoff i, also 
AbI™lT".t:.°'*''™°''' '=™ "' "" f°™" "'•'•'^ »*» "•» "" "- ^ho ™y ae«,a„y go „,* 
.bose°rrsa^^rS,al'e°r "^.er/i-Ctts*"'^' '° ^^''■"°'^' ^'^ ^ "' *^ — « 
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Rogan Makes the Lunch Rounds 

byi„g'^\;',s:rt"i,;:»dSC:sr,'^^^^^^^^ 

always terrific lo gel a good lawyer ™ut Newtel 3V "^'P"?'"" ■*«!'■ F"^ »• ""If- "He's a tenific lawyer. Ifs 
yet: "I'm „ot sun, what hrreail^antf " ^ ' """"^ ™ "'>■ "'Pl'"»<»'y »<l ™ offer has beei made 

European Perspective at Ogilvy 

the Europea,, Comnrission and dte ZZluJ^ZZ^Sel 3 hj ■; '' ""^"'"'S' »f *= inner workings of 

aff.irsc,ie„ts;.Steven.Dahl,of.m™:Sret;'Si„"gl''sX',rs"r;^^ 

an,„„To*er '" """""' """ """" *' """°P="" '="""■'»»»"• '™. Halliburton, Deloine Touche and Toyota, 

;.tr^:^=-:srt^^£---™r!^ 

Card Keeping His Hand Close 

ingto^otcI^wteieTrvteV^sS^f— "Tf" T'^ '"" *""' °--' "»-'» *-^- 

ca„p„sid»ntial convention thissEm^rrt^rSTefera^Sb^^^^^^^^ 

popn^r'^r L^d'p^o'plt,?^ rot'Llo.." ''°-" '"' '"™™ '^-'^' ' ^P°^»"» "" ™ - -He's very 
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Staffer Scalped? Congressional officials surfmg the Internet last week were stunned to fmd two tickets to the presi- 
dential inauguration on sale on eBay - especially since the tickets are free and will only be distributed to Members' of- 
fices. 

After some digging, HOH found that the person auctioning off a bit of democracy - listed only by his e-mail ad- 
dress on eBay - was Steve Sutton, chief of staff to Rep. Lee Terry (R-Neb.). 

Although the action didn't break any law or rule, selling off tickets that are distributed to Members (so they can 
dole them out to constituents) is severely frowned upon. 

"It is unseemly for a staffer to be selling inaugural tickets that are given to Members of Congress," said Tamara 
Somerville, spokeswoman for Senate Rules and Adminisfration Chairman Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). "Hill staff should 
be on notice that scalping inaugural tickets they got for free from their boss makes the entire Congress look bad." 

Bidding for Sutton's tickets, which went on the market for S9.99 on Dec. 6, had soared to $202 by Friday morning. 

Responding to an instant message to his America Online account from HOH Friday morning, Sutton called in to 
say he had decided to terminate the monetary part of the transaction. 

"I've decided to give the tickets (for free) to the people who win the auction," he said. "It's gotten out of hand." 

In a very twisted defense, Sutton claimed that since he often donates items - many of which he buys on eBay - to 
charity auctions, he was using the tickets as a way to reimburse himself 

"In my weird values system, I thought that to compensate myself for the donations that I made that I would put a 
few things up and reimburse myself in that matter," he said. 

Inaugural planners have been monitoring eBay and other online auction sites closely in an effort to snuff out at- 
tempts to pawn off tickets. 

Capitol Police officials are also closely monitoring online auction sites for possible forged or stolen tickets. 

"We've had past instances of stolen or forged inaugural tickets; therefore we're going to refer this case to the crimi- 
nal investigations division so that they can determine whether a criminal investigation is warranted," said Capitol Police 
spokesman Lt. Dan Nichols. "We are very concemed about the way these tickets are handled in regard to possible for- 
gery or theft." 

The tickets aren't the only political memorabilia Sutton has up for sale on eBay. The auction site itemized 14 con- 
tinuing auctions initiated by Sutton's account. Among the items listed are autographed photos of Speaker Dennis Hastert 
(R-Ill.), Rep. J.C. Watts (R-Okla.) and Sen.-elect Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.). 

Sutton said both House Members' mugs were personally autographed, but the photo of the first lady was bought al- 
ready signed, despite the fact that on the auction site it is described as "unique." As of press time Friday, the Clinton 
photo ($9.99) had yet to receive any bids. 
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Also listed are House and Senate cufflinks, which he purchased in the House gift shop. 

"I've done it, and I guess I should stop doing it," Sutton conceded when asked about the other items for sale through 
eBay. "I'm going to still donate stuff to people, I'm just not going to try and get reimbursed anymore." 

Good idea. 

Nightmare on K Street. What in the world is going on at the prestigious lobbying firm Preston Gates? 

The firm (formally known as Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds LLP) had been cheering the fact that Glenn 
Ivey, a former top aide to Senate Minority Leader Thomas Daschle (D-S.D.), has signed up as a partner. With a 50-50 
Senate, it seems like a perfect way to shore up the firm's Democratic credentials. 

But now comes word that Jack Abramoff, the firm's star GOP lobbyist, has jumped ship to Greenberg Traurig and 
plans to take up to 15 folks with him. " They're completely Republican-less with a Republican House, Senate and presi- 
dent," one source crowed about Preston Gates. 

In addition, all of the luxury boxes in town Abramoff has been using to wine and dine his $8 million in clients are 
going with him. It turns out that he - not the firm - owns the boxes at FedEx Field, the MCI Center and PSINET Sta- 
dium. 

Preston Gates spokesman Bruce Lott insisted to HOH that Abramoff is the only lobbyist jumping ship. "We have 
not received a single resignation from anyone other than Jack," he said. 

But Abramoff, a close ally of House Majority Whip Tom DeLay (R-Texas), has taken former DeLay spokesman 
Michael Scanlon with him from Preston Gates to the new firm. And sources said that scores of other lobbyists will exit 
as soon as they get their holiday bonuses. 

However, one source said that Scanlon did not get to resign - he was pushed out by Preston Gates. But his allies 
contend he was only nudged because word had spread that he was leaving. 

Scanlon fired back, telling HOH that some folks are just very sorry to see him go. "If I were losing me, I'd be bitter 
too," he boasted. 

Peace and Harmony? The new era of bipartisanship that President-elect George W. Bush has been touting seems to 
be creeping ever so slowly across Capitol Hill. 

Hastert and House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.) met Thursday to discuss committee ratios, with 
Democrats hoping they can gain more seats. It was their second meeting in recent weeks, in addition to several phone 
calls - a clear thaw from the virtual ice age in the Capitol. 

Now comes word that Hastert's staff was planning a GOP leadership party for the holidays in his office today from 
3:30 p.m. to 

6:30 p.m. However, when the Speaker got wind of the bash, he declared that it was time to invite Gephardt's folks 
too. 

"Now that we have a new president coming to Washington, people are going to end the year with good cheer and 
celebration," Hastert spokesman Pete Jeffries told HOH. 

"We might as well go all out - we're meeting with Bush and (Vice President- elect Dick) Cheney on Monday too," 
said a very enthusiastic Laura Nichols, spokeswoman for Gephardt. 

But one wag noted that despite all of the attempts at bipartisanship, this type of event often winds up resembling a 
high school party. 

Only this time, laughed the source, "Dems go to one side and Republicans move to the other. Everyone goes off to 
their comers." 

Sealing the Deal. With temperamental Senate Appropriations Chairman Ted Stevens (R- Alaska) holding the budget 
deal hostage all day Friday over an issue involving sea lions in his home state, staffers were snickering. 

"We're just waiting for Ted Stevens to seal the deal," one aide cracked in what was a terrible pun. 
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Mack the Knife. Staffer Lee Johnson has decided to stay on to help the Senate GOP leadership, even though GOP 
Conference Chairman Connie Mack (Fla.) is retiring this year. 

Johnson, who has served as Conference chief of staff under Mack, has accepted a senior leadership aide position 
with Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R- Texas). Hutchison was recently elected Conference vice chairwoman in the 107th 
Congress, a post that was formally known as Conference secretary. 

LOAD-DATE: December 18, 2000 
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A few years ago, a prominent business lobbyist recalls, he was 
playing golf with Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Texas, when the then-House 
majority whip dropped the name of another lobbyist who he 
thought might be a helpful ally. Hire Jack Abramoff, the 
lobbyist recalls DeLay advising him. 

The lobbyist, who asked not to be identified, was taken 
aback by DeLay's bold pitch. "The reason I was so shocked was 
because at the time, I'd never heard of Abramoff," the lobbyist 
said in an interview. 

Since the time of that golf outing ~ and especially within 
the past year - Abramoff s name has been mentioned often in 
Washington. A federal grand jury and the Senate Indian Affairs 
Committee are probing allegations of misconduct by Abramoff and 
his associate Michael Scanlon, a public-relations man and a 
former DeLay aide, involving some $66 million that six Indian 
tribes with casino operations paid the two men for representing 
the tribes both inside and outside the Beltway. 

In his public statements over the past year, DeLay has 
sought to distance himself from Abramoff, who during his glory 
days on K Street often used DeLay's name to try to drum up 
business and to round up political donations. 

Asked by reporters about Abramoff not long after the first 
stories on the scandal broke last year, DeLay said it would be 
wrong if "anybody is trading on my name to get clients or make 
money." And when National Journal recently asked DeLay's office 
to comment on the story on the golf outing, a spokesman for the 
now-House majority leader said, "It sounds like a hypothetical 
golf game that never took place, so it would be hard for me to 
respond." 

Nonetheless, the ties between the powerful Texan and the 
former superlobbyist stretch back a decade and were forged and 
sustained by Abramoff s fundraising prowess and other lobbying 
stratagems. From 1997 through early 2004, Abramoff and his wife 
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personally contributed $40,000 to DeLay's campaigns and his 
political action committee, ARMPAC, according to the Center for 
Responsive Politics. Further, at least two of AbramofFs 
American Indian tribe clients, the Louisiana Coushattas and the 
Saginaw Chippewas, donated $38,000 to ARMPAC. 

Some of Abramoff s clients and at least one conservative 
ally also helped underwrite trips taken by DeLay, as well as by 
some key staffers who later became lobbyists and in three cases 
worked with Abramoff 

"To the casual observer, it was a pretty simple deal," 
recalls one former GOP House leadership aide. "Jack raised money 
for the pet projects of DeLay and took care of his top staff In 
turn, they granted him tremendous access and allowed him to 
freely trade on DeLay's name." 

House travel records and interviews with GOP lobbyists 
suggest that Abramoff curried favor with DeLay and tried to 
boost his clients' causes through trips. As far back as 1997, 
Abramoff accompanied DeLay on foreign excursions to such places 
as London, Moscow, and the Northern Mariana Islands. In at least 
one instance, on a trip to England and Scotland in mid-2000, 
congressional gift rules may have been violated; Abramoff 
apparently filed a report with his law firm showing he picked up 
some of DeLay's expenses. 

The trip's sponsor was the National Center for Public 
Policy Research, a little-known conservative think tank on whose 
board Abramoff served xintil several months ago. The 2000 trip, 
from May 25 to June 3, mixed business with pleasure. DeLay had a 
meeting with former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
conservative leaders in Scotland, and played golf at Scotland's 
storied St. Andrews. 

According to the House travel records filed by DeLay's 
office - and verified separately by the center - the center 
picked up roughly $28,000 in expenses for DeLay and his wife, 
Christine, as well as $28,000 for DeLay's then-Chief of Staff 
Susan Hirschmann and her husband, and $14,000 for DeLay aide 
Tony Rudy, who, some two years later, joined Abramoff as a 
lobbying partner at the firm Greenberg Traurig. Total expenses 
for the trip were close to $70,000. 

Separately, National Journal has obtained a copy of an 
expense voucher for the same trip that Abramoff filed with 
Preston Gates & Ellis, the law frnn where he was then a leading 
lobbyist and rainmaker. Abramoff s voucher lists the purpose of 
the trip as "client relations" and names "MS Choctaw" as the 
client account to which the expenses were allocated. At the 
time, Abramoff and Preston Gates were representing the 
Mississippi Choctaws, a tribe that runs casinos. 

The voucher shows that Abramoff was accompanied by DeLay 
and his wife; Hirschmann and her husband; and Ed Buckham, 
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DeLay's former chief of staff who had also become a lobbyist. 
Among the big-ticket expenses that Abramoff listed for 
reimbursement was a bill for the DeLays at the Four Seasons 
Hotel in London in the amount of $4,285.35. The voucher shows 
that the total reimbursement for expenses was $13,318.50. For 
some reason, it shows that both Abramoff and Buckham were owed 
that amount. 

Under House gift rules, a member, officer, or employee may 
not accept travel expenses from a registered lobbyist, agent of 
a foreign principal, or a lobbying firm. The rule stipulates 
that the prohibition applies even when the lobbyist, agent, or 
firm is later reimbursed for those expenses by a non-lobbyist 
client. 

"It's clear from House rules that while a member may accept 
reimbursement for travel from certain sources, they may not 
receive travel expenses from a registered lobbyist, agent of a 
foreign principal, or a lobbying firm," said Stan Brand, a 
former House counsel and a partner at the law firm Brand & 
Frulla. 

"It certainly appears from AbramoflPs expense voucher that 
House ethics rules were violated by a lobbyist having paid for 
lodging expenses of Representative DeLay and his chief of 
staff," said Fred Wertheimer, the president of Democracy 21, who 
added that the apparent violation was another reason for the 
House Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics) Committee to 
investigate whether Abramoff did financial favors for members 
and staffers. 

Responding to questions about Abramoff being on the trip 
and the billing for some DeLay expenses, a DeLay spokesman said 
he couldn't confirm Abramoff s presence. "We did everything we 
were supposed to do and disclosed the expenses that the national 
center provided us," said DeLay aide Dan Allen. "We have no 
control over what somebody may have done beyond that. This is 
the first time we are hearing of this expense report." 

A spokesman for Abramoff s attorney. Abbe Lowell, issued a 
broad statement saying that the ongoing Senate and Justice 
Department investigations make it impossible for Abramoff to 
defend his work "in the public arena." 

A spokesman for Preston Gates said that the firm would not 
comment for this story. 

The Senate committee that is investigating Abramoff has 
raised the issue of foreign travel in another context. At a 
hearing last year, testimony revealed that in 2002, Abramoff 
solicited $100,000 from two Indian tribes to help pay for a 
golfing junket to Scotland m August of that year that included 
House Administration Committee Chairman Bob Ney, R-Ohio, 
Abramoff, and other lobbyists. The nonprofit Capital Athletic 
Foundation, which was run by Abramoff and to which the Choctaws 
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and the Coushattas each donated $ 1 million, sponsored the trip. 

The Senate and Justice Department probes are also looking 
into allegations related to the work that Abramoff and Scanlon 
did for their Indian tribe clients between 2001 and early 2004, 
including charges that the duo secretly split at least $42 
million in fees that were paid to companies run by Scanlon. 
Investigators are also probing some of the millions of dollars 
in contributions that the tribes made, at Abramoff s suggestion, 
to a few nonprofit groups and reportedly some political 
campaigns. 

Regarding the 2000 trip to England and Scotland, the 
National Center for Public Policy Research declined through an 
attorney to comment on whether Abramoff had helped to arrange 
fmancing for the trip, or whether he had done fiindraising while 
he was a board member of the center. 

According to the center's 990 disclosure forms filed with 
the Internal Revenue Service from 2000 to 2003, Abramoff seems 
to have had clout in the group: During this period, one of the 
center's largest payments to an individual or group was a 
"consulting" fee of $1.28 million in 2003 paid to Kaygold, a 
private company that Abramoff apparently controlled. 

The national center also declined comment on that payment. 
The Washington Post has reported that the center received a 
$1.07 million donation from the Mississippi Choctaws. 

Abramoff had long successfully lobbied DeLay and his staff 
on Choctaw matters. In 1 995, for instance, he worked with DeLay 
and other House conservatives to kill a proposed tax on Indian 
gambling, an issue that was a top priority to the Choctaws. 
Moreover, DeLay and a few of his key staffers had also enjoyed 
the tribe's resort facilities; according to House travel records 
in the summer of 1998, DeLay, his wife, and Susan Hirschmann 
spent a couple of days at the Choctaws' resort, which included a 
casino, golf course, and spa, in Mississippi. 

And the 2000 trip to the British Isles wasn't the only 
foreign excursion involving DeLay and Abramoff that the center 
sponsored. In August 1997, the center sponsored a trip to Russia 
for DeLay and several of his top staffers. The one- week trip was 
described on DeLay's travel disclosure forms as a fact-fmding 
mission. It involved meetings with Russian officials, including 
then-Prime Minister Victor Chernomyrdin, and religious leaders 
concerned about religious freedom. The bill for DeLay and his 
entourage, including Hirschmann and Buckham, totaled about 
$60,000. 

Abramoff, who was there for at least part of the Russia 
trip, was registered at the time to lobby for a Bahama-based 
company called Chelsea Commercial Enterprises, whose principals 
lived in Moscow. According to the Bahama company's lobbying 
registration, Chelsea was trying to "generate support" for the 
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Russian government's policies in the areas of bilateral trade 
and "progressive market reforms." 

Other trips over the years also seemed to help Abramoff 
ingratiate himself with DeLay and his top staffers. For 
instance, Abramoff and DeLay famously spent time together in the 
Northern Marianas on trips that combined business with golf and 
other entertainment. For the Northern Marianas, DeLay was 
Abramoff s leading ally in a successful effort in Congress to 
let the islands keep a cherished exemption from U.S. labor and 
immigration law. This exemption allowed garment makers there to 
pay imported laborers $2 an hour less than the minimum wage in 
the United States. On a New Year's trip to the Marianas to ring 
in 1998, DeLay, according to media reports, called Abramoff "one 
of my closest and dearest friends." 

GOP operatives say that all the travel with DeLay helped to 
boost AbramofPs stature with his clients and, ultimately, his 
bottom line. "Jack's business model was growing clients rather 
than getting new ones," one GOP operative recalls. "DeLay was 
instrumental, in Jack's mind. If the clients equate Jack with 
DeLay, then obviously Jack's in a strong position to increase 
his retainer. Foreign trips were part of the work-hard, 
play-hard DeLay philosophy. To that end. Jack Abramoff was 
director of travel for DeLay Inc." 
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